Increasingly, researchers are focusing on the links between political violence and street children in Africa. Uvin (1998) makes a distinction between structural violence, which may be defined as violence by the state through discrimination, poverty, repression and profound racism and physical acts of violence. Both forms of violence have the effect of breaching children's human rights. In South Africa for example, structural violence existed in the former policy of apartheid, in which society was discriminated along racial lines. This was argued to be central to the fact it was black children, predominantly males that formed the street child population in that country (Smith, 1998; Swart, 1988) . Veale (1996) found that civil unrest and displacement was one causal factor for the origin of street children in Sudan. In addition, in displacement camps, cultural practices of wife inheritance after paternal death left many children vulnerable to leaving home for the streets (Veale, 1996) . Civil unrest dated from the Mau Mau struggle has also been connected with the rise of street children in Kenya (Nowrojee, 1990; in Aptekar, 1994) . War and political violence was also linked to the presence of children on the streets in urban areas in Northern Ethiopia (Veale et al., 1993) and in Angola (Moberly, 1999) . These factors are combined in many instances. Aptekar (1994) hypothesised that one reason for the great number of Kikuyu street children in Nairobi could be the rapid modernisation of the family due to men having being incarcerated during independence and women having to take on roles formerly associated to those of the husbands.
In post-conflict contexts, there is some evidence that a disproportionate number of street children come from families in which one or both parents are dead. In Rwanda, Comrade (1998) found a large proportion of children lived alone (42%) or with peers (19%). Only 11% lived with both parents, 20% with father, and 8% with mother. This is dramatically highlighted in the case of Ethiopia. In Ethiopia, it was found that, in the towns of Addis Ababa, Nazareth, and Bahir Dar, 42%, 47% and 37% respectively of street children were from two parent families, compared to 24% of children in Mekele, the regional capital of Tigray, a region affected by nearly 30 years of civil conflict. The proportion of orphans (both parents dead) was significantly higher in Mekele, 20% compared to 8%, 4%, and 7% in Addis Ababa, Nazareth and Bahir Dar. Furthermore, the percentage of homeless children in Mekele was 51%, compared to 22%, 18% and 10% in the other towns respectively (Veale et al., 1993) . Qualitative reports of Mekele children highlighted the effect of the civil war, and in particular, parental death, on children's movement to street life.
In Angola, in the aftermath of civil conflict, tracing and reunification programmes, it was found that boys were more vulnerable than girls to moving to the street. In particular, communities were more protective of girls. In times of overwhelming family crisis, girls were more likely than boys to be placed in children's homes by family members, while boys were more likely to survive as they could or move to the street (Moberly, 1999) . In Mozambique, Nordstrom (1997) noted girls and boys were subjected to the same conditions that forced children to live on the street, such as witnessing their entire village homes destroyed, yet street children were almost always boys. She hypothesised girls were more easily forced into prostitution and child labour. She commented "While the presence of homeless boys on the street is a constant reminder of the tragedy of war, the absence of the girls is another" (p 173, italics in original).
These studies give some indication that the dynamics responsible for the movement of children to street life in contexts of political violence may be different to those of other countries, where the factors are linked to poverty, child labour, familial abuse and neglect. The following sections undertakes a systematic examination of the processes related to the creation of street children in post-genocide Rwanda.
The Rwandan genocide: Impact on children, families, communities
The presence of children living and working on the streets in Rwanda is not a new phenomenon.
Some of the most established programmes for street children were initiated in the early 1980s. Key informant interviews in these centres indicated that pre-1990, street children were mainly children who left rural regions to come to the town to work. These child migrants were typical of children in the street throughout Africa; they arrived in the city and began working in the informal economy, attaching themselves in more structured ways to the business community, thus 9 family members in the wider sense of the word (Donà, Kalinganire, & Muramutsa, 2001 ). In the event of parental death, responsibility for children is traditionally secured by the father's side of the family, in line with the patriarchal nature of Rwandan society. Since the genocide, the numbers of orphans, separated children and child headed households have placed enormous strain on these systems of care. The question addressed here is what is the relationship between these sociopolitical and demographic changes and the creation of street children.
Method
Fieldwork was undertaken in four towns in Rwanda from July to September 1997, selected on the basis of geographical distribution and their importance as regional towns. These were Kigali, the capital city, Butare, in the south, Byumba, in the north east and Kibungo in the south east.
Byumba and Kibungo were selected as both provinces share a border with Tanzania, and served as a reception point for returning refugees.
In Rwanda, the term mayibobo is commonly used to refer to unaccompanied children working or living in the streets. In developing a sampling strategy, key informants, the research team and street children were asked what they understood by the term mayibobo. Most respondents included a number of different elements in their definition. The most commonly occurring element was "A child without any address, who lives and sleeps anywhere he finds". The second most frequently occurring element was "A child who has no adult to take care of him." In all, 66% of 110 key informants used one of these elements as the core part of their definition. A quarter of respondents included some element of anti-social behaviour in their definition. A youth working in the informal market economy who has a stable job and relationship with parents, who takes care of his or her appearance was not generally considered a mayibobo (street child). This indicates that the perception of the mayibobo in Rwanda is a homeless, orphaned or aimless child, one without a guardian, without a regular job, and therefore at risk of engaging in anti-social activities.
It was agreed that, for the purposes of sampling, the definition of a mayibobo is an individual under 18 years, who may be working in the street, begging for food or just hanging around, and who is unaccompanied by an adult or guardian. The research took place between July-September 1998. Observational mapping was carried out in all the research towns from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. to map the places street children congregate and to understand the profile, work and activities of street children at different times of the day. It was not possible to conduct fieldwork late at night for security reasons.
The research team included 12 street educators, social work students and older street youth. Two hundred and ninety children were interviewed to obtain information on socio-demographic, familial, educational background, causal factors surrounding street life involvement, psychological well being and relationship to the street. A structured interview schedule with open and closed questions, lasting approximately 30 minutes, was developed, pre-tested and administered in Kinyarwandan. Areas selected for sampling were based on the mapping exercise of where street children hung out, such as a dumping ground, market areas, public recreational spaces, roundabouts, and the town bus station. Sampling was ad hoc and interviews were carried out on Monday's to Saturdays, between 7 a.m. -7 p.m. Children were approached randomly and interviews were conducted in quiet areas off the main markets and in coffee shops. The presence of older street youth and street educators as part of the research team facilitated gaining the cooperation of children. In total, 139 children were interviewed in Kigali, 58 in Byumba, 54 in Kibungo, and 39 in Butare. Of the sample 91% were males and 9% were females. Butare was the last research site and it coincided with a Government round up of street children who were placed in a newly designated Government centre for street children to await family reunification or residential education. At this point, children on the street were suspicious, and chose not to participate. Permission was obtained to access the Government centre and the majority of the 39 children in Butare were interviewed in the centre.
Reliability was gauged by comparing the final sample profile with observation records from the observational mapping. Observation schedules recorded 93% males and 7% females, with the percentage of girls on the street decreasing during the day. Between 6 a.m. and 4 p.m., 5-7% of In communities, adults sometimes found children's behaviour "difficult" because of trauma or because of adaptation difficulties after having lived in a children's centre (Veale et al., 2001 ).
Qualitative accounts of street children indicated some children in guardianship care associated punishment with being unloved and unwanted, thus precipitating them to the street.
A significant feature of the Rwandan street child profile is the finding that approximately half of street children are 15 years or older, and of these the majority are male. This may be related to the challenge posed by large numbers of unaccompanied children post-genocide. Non-government organisations (NGO's) reported more difficulties in reintegrating unaccompanied male adolescents back into communities compared to younger children or girls. For example, one agency found that, of 36 families that passed strict criteria to register as foster parents, 19 families declined to accept boys (Veale et al., 1999) . Issues around inheritance rights, concerns about behavioural difficulties and the difficulty for boys in assuming a dependent position in a new structure result in families being reluctant to absorb adolescent boys in their family. In Rwanda's patriarchal structure, the genocide has significantly broken down extended paternal support networks as a result of the death or imprisonment of so many men. This has resulted in the creation of large numbers of female and child headed families who are economically very vulnerable. Qualitative reports of children demonstrate this has been a factor pushing children to the street, and the impact of this may have been felt especially by adolescent boys. Furthermore, under Rwanda's patriarchal system following maternal remarriage, responsibility for children of the first marriage traditionally lies with paternal uncles rather than with the new husband.
Adolescent boys are vulnerable to being pushed to early independence as a result.
The profile of Rwandan street children reflects the broader changes that Rwanda has witnessed in the last five years. Before 1994 Rwanda was characterised by a tight administrative structure and by the sedentary nature of a mainly agricultural population. People were discouraged to move from area of the other with the risk of losing education and health benefits. The population had as a point of reference the hill, which represented not only a geographical but also a social world.
Changes to the demographic and social fabric of the country as a result of the genocide have been enormous as a result of displacement and resettlement. During the genocide and subsequent conflict, houses were destroyed while others were given by the government to the one million Rwandan returnees. Demographic change is ongoing as the present policy of the government is to relocate people from the hills into villages. In the north west, for instance, over 500 sites have been allocated for the relocation of 650,000 internally displaced. Accommodation, especially in urban areas, is a social problem. They may not have a house or parents in their hill anymore; many do not have families or a guardian nearby, and they cannot afford to pay rent to live independently.
The quality of relationships in communities of origin has been severely affected by the conflict and genocide. It is still very difficult to explain how widespread the genocide was, touching 153 out of 154 communes. Members of the same family, friends and neighbours killed each other. One informant commented that the paradox of the genocide was that the friends with whom you had been drinking on the 1 of April would be after you to kill you on the fifth and some whom you did not know very well would save you. Lack of identification with and trust in the community might be one psychological factor contributing to why some adolescents may not be interested to stay in, or return to their community of origin.
The findings reported here have a number of important implications for intervention. It is interesting to note that indigenous responses to the support and protection of street children in Rwanda stem from models of the care of children in emergency situations. Government strategies have been to gather children in street child in residential centres to receive education and await reunification, which is reminiscent of approaches to the care of unaccompanied children in the aftermath of the genocide. At a National Conference on Street Children in December 1998, reunification and social reintegration with family or extended family was regarded as a primary objective for homeless street children, again similar to objectives for the long term protection of unaccompanied children. However, Munderere (1996) found two thirds (67%) of children wanted to live in a centre, 31% in a family, and 2% the street. This highlights concerns about the role of institutional care in post-conflict settings in creating expectations which actually makes the community reintegration of children more difficult (Bracken & Petty, 1998; Tolfree, 1995) . The question that automatically suggests itself is; 'reunification' with whom, and 'social reintegration' to what structures? Overall, this examination of the situation of street children in Rwanda highlights important issues in child protection both in the aftermath of conflict. In particular, it highlights the need for community-based follow up support of reintegrated children in various guardianship arrangements and policies for the support and integration of male youth, a group commonly overlooked in post-conflict welfare strategies.
Conclusion
An understanding of the phenomenon of street life involvement illuminates the broader changes that Rwanda has witnessed in the last 5 years. At a micro-level they reflect the broader social and cultural challenges of a country recovering from genocide and internal conflict. The information given by the children indicates that rather than poverty, urbanisation, or modernity, it is conflict, death and displacement that constitute the roots of street life involvement in Rwanda. While poverty and conflict are integrally mixed, it is argued here that it is the effects of civil conflict, and the human, material, social and cultural losses that stem from conflict, that is fundamental to the experience of Rwandan street children.
